
Third Sunday of Advent 
11 December 2022 

Sacred Heart, Ronan 
Immaculate Conception, Polson 

St. Joseph Mission, Charlo 
 

Parish Office 
PO Box 1477  Polson, MT  59860 

Phone:  406-883-2506 
Email:  lakecountyromancatholic@gmail.com 
Website:  www.lakecountyromancatholic.org 

 
This week’s office hours: 

Tuesday & Thursday 2-5 pm; 
 Wednesday & Friday 10 am-12 pm 

MASS SCHEDULE 
 

Sunday, December 11th 
Celebrant: Fr. Craig Hightower, S.J. 

Immaculate Conception at 11:00 am 
Confessions are available at 10:00 am 

 
No weekday Masses until further notice 

 
* * * 

Mass times for other locations nearby: 
 

St. Ignatius Mission at 9:00 am & 5:00 pm on Sundays 
 

St. John Paul II at 4:30 pm on Saturdays; 
8:30 am & 10:30 am on Sundays 

Virgin of Guadalupe (1531) 
Our Lady of Guadalupe - Feast Day December 12th 

Daily Rosary & Divine Mercy Chaplet 
 

Monday through Friday at 12 pm (noon) 
Immaculate Conception 

 

Please contact Marilyn Marnin if you can help lead in prayer during 
the week. Help is requested especially on Mondays, Wednesdays, 

and Thursdays. Prayer cards are available.  
406-696-9293 

 

Adoration & Rosary 
 

Fridays at 8:30 am 
Sacred Heart 

 

Rosary before Mass 
 

Sundays at 10:30 am 
Immaculate Conception 

From a Sermon by Saint Augustine 
 

John is the voice, and Christ is the Word 
 

       John is the voice, but the Lord is the Word who was in the 
beginning. John is the voice that lasts for a time; from the 
beginning Christ is the Word who lives for ever. 

  Take away the word, the meaning, and what is the voice? 
Where there is no understanding, there is only a meaningless 
sound. The voice without the word strikes the ear but does not 
build up the heart. 

  However, let us observe what happens when we first seek to 
build up our hearts. When I think about what I am going to say, 
the word or message is already in my heart. When I want to 
speak to you, I look for a way to share with your heart what is 
already in mine. 

  In my search for a way to let this message reach you, so that 
the word already in my heart may find place also in yours, I use 
my voice to speak to you. The sound of my voice brings the 
meaning of the word to you and then passes away. The word 
which the sound has brought to you is now in your heart, and yet 
it is still also in mine. 

  When the word has been conveyed to you, does not the 
sound seem to say: The word ought to grow, and I should 
diminish? The sound of the voice has made itself heard in the 
service of the word, and has gone away, as though it were 
saying: My joy is complete. Let us hold on to the word; we must 
not lose the word conceived inwardly in our hearts. 

  Do you need proof that the voice passes away but the divine 
Word remains? Where is John’s baptism today? It served its 
purpose, and it went away. Now it is Christ’s baptism that we 
celebrate. It is in Christ that we all believe; we hope for salvation 
in him. This is the message the voice cried out. 

  Because it is hard to distinguish word from voice, even John 
himself was thought to be the Christ. The voice was thought to 
be the word. But the voice acknowledged what it was, anxious 
not to give offence to the word. I am not the Christ, he said, nor 
Elijah, nor the prophet. And the question came: Who are you, 
then? He replied: I am the voice of one crying in the wilderness: 
Prepare the way for the Lord. The voice of one crying in the 
wilderness is the voice of one breaking the silence. Prepare the 
way for the Lord, he says, as though he were saying: “I speak out 
in order to lead him into your hearts, but he does not choose to 
come where I lead him unless you prepare the way for him.” 

  What does prepare the way mean, if not “pray well”? What 

does prepare the way mean, if not “be humble in your thoughts”? 
We should take our lesson from John the Baptist. He is thought 
to be the Christ; he declares he is not what they think. He does 
not take advantage of their mistake to further his own glory. 

  If he had said, “I am the Christ,” you can imagine how readily 
he would have been believed, since they believed he was the 
Christ even before he spoke. But he did not say it; he 
acknowledged what he was. He pointed out clearly who he was; 
he humbled himself. 

  He saw where his salvation lay. He understood that he was a 
lamp, and his fear was that it might be blown out by the wind of 
pride. 



Humbly asking for your prayers 
Marcy Bishop, Maryalice Rouselle, The Clay Family, Virginia Rubel, Michael Conrad, Ellen Holland, Kaylee Martin, Dave Evertz, Steve 

Ducharme, Kate Shrider Olsen, Don Herbst, Bill Nash, Donna Jacobs, Derrie Edge, Madge Vert, Bob Mahon, Heather Stocki, Marshall and 
Betty Bjork, Vicki Weiss, Jason Avison, Floyd Smith, Nash Niemeyer, Richard Call, Bryan Weiss, Teresa Cullis, Lucy McCrumb,  

Trey Moran.  
 

Please help to keep the list current by contacting the Parish Office.  Also, out of respect for a person's privacy, please make sure that all 
individuals wish to be publicly identified.   

 
Grace be to you and peace.  We give thanks to God always for you all;  Making a remembrance of you in our prayers without ceas-

ing.  1 Thessalonians 1:2 
 

The Holy Father’s prayer intention for December 
 

Volunteer Not-for-Profit Organizations: We pray that volunteer non-profit organizations committed to human devel-
opment find people dedicated to the common good and ceaselessly seek out new paths to international cooperation. 

Please pray for our seminarians! 
Dillon Armstrong, Shae Bills, Lane Buus, John Cooney, Riley Helgoe, Alex Olmes, Brett Rotz, Jamie Severson, Deacon Kyle Tannehill, Carter Anderson, 

Matt Keck, Anthony Olmes, Jack Peed, James Semling, and Kaleb Mitchell. 

Advent candle lighting 
December 18th: Rice Family 

Third Sunday of Advent 
 

Entrance Antiphon: 
 

Rejoice in the Lord always; again I say, rejoice. 
Indeed, the Lord is near. 
 

Collect: 
 

O God, who see how your people 
faithfully await the feast of the Lord’s Nativity, 
enable us, we pray, 
to attain the joys of so great a salvation 
and to celebrate them always 
with solemn worship and glad rejoicing. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spir-
it, 
God, for ever and ever 
 

Readings: 
 

First Reading: Is 35:1-6a, 10 
Responsorial Psalm: Ps 146:6-7, 8-9, 9-10 
Second Reading: Jas 5:7-10 
Alleluia: Is 61:1 (cf. Lk 4:18) 
Gospel: Mt 11:2-11 
 

Catechism of the Catholic Church: 
 

St. John the Baptist is the Lord's immediate precursor or 

forerunner, sent to prepare his way. "Prophet of the Most 

High," John surpasses all the prophets, of whom he is the 
last. He inaugurates the Gospel, already from his mother's 

womb welcomes the coming of Christ, and rejoices in 

being "the friend of the bridegroom," whom he points out 

as "the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the 

world." Going before Jesus "in the spirit and power of 

Elijah", John bears witness to Christ in his preaching, by 

his Baptism of conversion, and through his martyrdom. 
(CCC 523) 

Food Pantry Necessities 
Peanut butter and cereal are a constant 
need; as well as oats, flour and rice.  Clients 
tend to prefer healthy options for food that 
are not so loaded with sugar.  The Food 
Pantry will also accept money donations as 
well. Charitable donations may be left in the 
basket at the entrance of the church.  

Notice: Fr. Kevin’s mail is being forwarded to him at his 
current location. If you wish to send him a card or letter, 

please mail to the church address at:  
P.O. Box 1477, Polson, MT 59860. 

Saint Finnian of Clonard 
Feast Day December 12th 

 
Finnian of Clonard ('Cluain Eraird') – 

also Finian, Fionán or Fionnán in Irish; 

or Finianus and Finanus in its Latinised 

form (470–549) – was one of the 

early Irish monastic saints, who 

founded Clonard Abbey in modern-

day County Meath. The Twelve Apostles 

of Ireland studied under him. Finnian of 

Clonard (along with Enda of Aran) is 

considered one of the fathers of 

Irish monasticism. 

Reference: Catholic.org 

The Third Sunday of Advent is also known by 
what other name? 

 
A. The Feast of Christ the King 
B. Gaudete Sunday 
C. Laetare Sunday 
D. Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception 
E. None of the above. 
 

See page 3 for the answer! 



Parish Offertory Progress Report 
Fiscal Year beginning July 1st  

 
Immaculate Conception  
$71,712 of $175,000 (41%) 
Sacred Heart/St. Joseph  
$15,992 of $44,500 (36%) 

 
Thank you for your generosity! 

DIVINE MERCY RADIO 
90.7 FM 

 
 
 

DMR is a locally owned, 
listener supported non-

profit 501(c)3 
PO Box 568 

Polson, MT 59860 

ROSARY GROUP 
 

St. Joseph Hospital 
Chapel 

 
Monday at 6:00 pm 
Friday at 9:00 am 

Retrouvaille 
A Lifeline for Married 

Couples 
HelpOurMarriage.org 

Sacred Heart 
New Outdoor Nativity Set 

Building Fund Progress Tracking: 
 

Our Lady of Life sculpture: 
$9,630 of $12,000 =  80% of goal 

 
Nativity set: 

$940 of $2,700 =  35% of goal 
 

Thank you for your generosity! 

Trivia 
Answer: B. The day takes its common name from the Latin 
word Gaudete ("Rejoice"), the first word of the introit of this day's 
Mass: Gaudete in Domino semper: iterum dico, gaudete.  
(Translation: Rejoice in the Lord always; again I say, rejoice.) 

Saint Lucy, Virgin and Martyr 
Feast Day December 13th 

Saint John of the Cross 

Priest and Doctor of the Church 

Feast Day December 14th 

 
Never give up prayer, and should you find dryness and 
difficulty, persevere in it for this very reason. God often desires 
to see what love your soul has, and love is not tried by ease 
and satisfaction. 
 
In the twilight of life, God will not judge us on our earthly 
possessions and human success, but rather on how much we 
have loved. 
 
In the inner stillness where meditation leads, the Spirit secretly 
anoints the soul and heals our deepest wounds. 

Immaculate Conception decorating for Christmas 
at 9:30am on Monday, December 19th.  All help 
will be much appreciated, for however long you 
can stay.  Call Sheila at 406-208-5788 with 
questions.   

Sacred Heart will be decorating the church for 
Christmas Mass, on Sunday, December 18th, at 
4:00 pm. Any help would be appreciated! 



Christmas Season 
Mass Schedule 

Sacred Heart, Ronan  -  Immaculate Conception, Polson -  St. Joseph Mission, Charlo 

 
Vigil Mass of the Nativity of the Lord 

Saturday, December 24th 
 

Sacred Heart at 5:00 pm 
Christmas carols will be sung 30 minutes before Mass begins 

 
Immaculate Conception at 7:00 pm 

Children’s Nativity program will begin 30 minutes before Mass begins 
 

Celebrant: Fr. John Robertson 

 
Mass of the Nativity of the Lord 

Sunday, December 25th 
 

Immaculate Conception at 10:00 am 
Christmas carols will be sung 30 minutes before Mass begins 

 
Celebrant: Fr. John Robertson 

 
Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God 

Sunday, January 1st 
Immaculate Conception at 11:00 am 

 
Celebrant: Fr. Victor Cancino, SJ 

 
Epiphany of the Lord 

Sunday, January 8th 
Immaculate Conception at 11:00 am 

 
Celebrant: Fr. John Robertson 


